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31 P.O. No. 155 of 1972 @3 Article 2 49 T4 —Representation of the
People Order, 1972 (P.O. No. 155 of 1972), ®M®s5% && Order I SiH¥®, a3
Article 2 @¥ R¥ clause (xia) 93 77 g5t ToF clause (xial) TREF® 230F,

Y —
“(xial) “Electronic Voting Machine” or “EVM” means an electronic

voting machine approved by the Commission under Article
26B;”1
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! P.O. No. 155 of 1972 4 Article 12 93 ¥4 —8& Order @F Article
12 95—

() clause (1) @9 sub-clause (m) 9@ SfE® “seven days from” *=<5fei
ReyR 23R

(%) clause (3) @3 #IfRRCS g~ clause (3) AfoF® 233, T2 :—

“(3) Every nomination paper shall either be—

(a) delivered by the candidate, or his proposer or seconder,
to the Returning Officer or the Assistant Returning
Officer who shall acknowledge the receipt of the
nomination paper specifying the date and time of
receipt; or

(b)  submitted through online by the candidate and receipt
of such submission shall be acknowledged in such a
manner as may be prescribed.” |

81 P.O. No. 155 of 1972 «&F Article 26 & 3204 —T& Order @9 Article
26 9 SfFEfAw “secret ballot” *™%fe 7= “or by using EVM or by both” *=5jfef
FfHEMe 23|

@l P.O. No. 155 of 1972 & Y Article 26A, 26B, 26C €32 26D «F
AR 8@ Order 93 Article 26 93 %7 797 o7 Article 26A, 26B, 26C €32
26D AR 2303, A —

“26A. (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in any other provision of this
Order or rules made thereunder, to verify the identity of elector with reference to
the electoral roll and to cast, record and count vote, EVM may be adopted in one
or more or all polling stations of such constituency or constituencies as the
Commission may, having regard to circumstances of each case, specify.

(2) Where EVM is adopted under clause (1), the verification of identity of
elector with reference to the electoral roll and the casting, recording and counting
of votes by EVM shall be in such a manner as may be prescribed.

(3) Any reference to the expression “ballot box” or “ballot paper” in this
Order or any rules made thereunder shall, save as otherwise provided, be
construed as including a reference to such EVM wherever such EVM is used.

26B. (1) The Commission may approve an EVM which—
(a) is stand-alone non-networked;

(b) is neither computer controlled nor connected to the internet or
any network and cannot be hacked;
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(¢) 1is electronically protected to prevent any tampering or
manipulation;

(d) cannot be altered or tampered when approved programme
(software) is used;

(¢) does not have any radio frequency (RF) receiver and data
decoder;

(f) accepts only specially encrypted and dynamically coded data ;

(g) 1is developed by a selected group of Engineers appointed by the
Commission;

(h) ensures the secrecy and security of the source code of
programme (software);

(i) adopts the device or devices specified by the Commission; and
() fulfils any other criteria specified by the Commission.

(2) The Commission may approve a programme (software) which is so

designed that—

(a) itallows a voter to cast the vote only once;

(b) the vote can be recorded by a voter only after the Assistant
Presiding Officer enables the ballot on the Control Unit;

(c) the next vote can be recorded only after the Assistant Presiding
Officer enables the ballot;

(d) the machine does not receive any signal from outside at any time;

(e) the proper use of the programme would give the same result in the
counting of votes in an election as would be obtained if the
counting were conducted without EVM assistance;

(f) the programme gives an elector an opportunity to correct any
mistakes before processing the elector’s vote;

(g) the programme will not allow a person to find out how a particular
elector cast his or her vote;

(h) the programme is designed to pause while the Presiding Officer
makes a determination when it is required,;

(i) the programme can produce indicative distributions of candidate
wise votes at any time after the close of the poll and before the
declaration of the poll; and

(j) any other criteria specified by the Commission is fulfiled.

(3) The Commission shall determine processes which shall be followed in
relation to the use of an approved programme in the casting and counting of votes
in an election.
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(4) Subject to clause (3), the Commission may approve a process—
(a) for casting vote shown on ballot paper into the approved programme;

(b) for counting votes using the programme to work out the number of
electronic ballot on which a vote is recorded for each candidate; and
(c) for verifying of identity of elector with reference to the electoral roll.
26C. (1) All electronic devices and programmes used or intended to be used
for or in connection with EVM shall be kept secured from interference at all
times in such a manner as may be prescribed.

(2) The Commission shall prescribe security measures, procedural checks-
and-balances for the prevention of any possible misuse or procedural lapses.

(3) The safeguards prescribed under clause (1) shall be implemented by the
Commission transparently with the active and documented involvement of
candidates and their representatives at every stage, so as to build their confidence
on efficacy and reliability of EVMs.

(4) The Commission shall retain the chip of EVM in which electronic data
is produced at a polling station for one year, and thereafter the Commission shall,
unless otherwise directed by the High Court Division, cause them to be deleted or
destroyed.

26D. The Commission may, for ensuring the accuracy, security and
transparency of EVM, conduct Random Testing and Verification of EVM at any
stage.” |

bl P.O. No. 155 of 1972 €9 Article 31 &3 FROMF—8& Order €7 Article
31 @ clause (1) @ “a ballot paper” ®%9fe1@ #F “or allow him to cast his vote by
using EVM” ==5ffet Jeaifere 23011

Al P.O. No. 155 of 1972 &3 Article 81 &% JTHET—TS&F Order @
Article 81 @¥ clause (1) 99 sub-clause (c) a9 79 fN¥g7 T4 sub-clause (cc)
A 230, TA —

“(cc) without due authority and reasonable excuse destroy or interfere

with any device, accessories or software programme that is used, or
intended to be used, for or in connection with EVM.”|
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