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&। P.O. No. 155 of 1972 C� Article 27 C� ��
��E�।Representation of the 

People Order, 1972 [President’s Order (P.O.) No.155 of 1972], (�^<� @_ 

Order 
���� @�A�"�, C� Article 27 C� clause (10) C� <��

�> ��?]< clause (10) 

���P��<� *�

, IF�: 

“(10) A postal ballot paper issued under this Article shall be excluded 

from the count in favour of any contesting candidate if: 

(a) no tick or cross mark is placed against any symbol; or 

(b)  a tick or cross mark is placed against more than one symbol; 

or  

(c)  a tick or cross mark is so placed that it cannot reasonably be 

ascertained for which candidate the vote has been cast; or  

(d)  the postal ballot is not received by the Returning Officer 

before the count under Article 37A; or  

(e)  any change in the list of candidates of a particular 

constituency or constituencies is made by any court at relevant 

time; or  

(f)  no declaration is made by the voter.”। 

'। P.O. No. 155 of 1972 C `�� Article 37A C� ��
I���।@_ Order C� 

Article 37 C� <� ��?]< `�� Article 37A ��
I���� *�

, IF�: 

“37A. (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Order, the office of 

the Returning Officer shall, for each constituency, be deemed to 

be a polling station solely for the purpose of counting all postal 

ballots duly received by the Returning Officer up to the official 

closing time of the poll. 

 (2)  The Returning Officer shall appoint a Presiding Officer and such 

number of Polling Officers as he may deem necessary to conduct 

the counting of postal ballots. 

(3) The Presiding Officer shall, in the presence of the contesting 

candidates or their election agents or polling agents, open the postal 

ballot envelopes and count the votes cast in favour of each 

contesting candidate in such manner and in accordance with such 

procedure as may be prescribed by the Commission. 
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(4)  Upon completion of the counting of all postal ballots, the Presiding 

Officer shall prepare a duly authenticated statement of the postal 

ballot count in the prescribed form and shall submit the same to the 

Returning Officer without delay. 

(5)  The Returning Officer shall incorporate the postal ballot count, as 

submitted by the Presiding Officer, into the consolidated result of 

the constituency in accordance with the provisions of Article 37 of 

this Order and the Rules, if any made thereunder.”। 

,। P.O. No. 155 of 1972 C� Article 39 C� ��
��E� ।@_ Order C� Article 

39 C� clause (1) � (2) C� <��

�> ��?]< clause (1) � (2) ���P��<� *�

, IF�: 

“(1)  The Returning Officer shall, after obtaining the result of the count 

under Article 37, declare by public notice the contesting candidate 

who has received the highest number of votes to be elected. 

(2)  The public notice shall contain the name of, and the total number of 

votes received by, each contesting candidate as a result of 

consolidation under Article 37.”।  

4। P.O. No. 155 of 1972 C� Article 89A C� ��
��E�।@_ Order C� Article 

89A C� �
W��� �
E�� clause (1) �*��

 a�^��b���� *�

 C
� (�^<� ��?c< `�� 
clause (2) � (3) ��
I���� *�

, IF�: 

“(2) The Superintendent of Police, Police Commissioner, the Officer-in-

Charge of the local police station and the commander or any officer 

in-charge of any force engaged in election duty, shall provide 

striking force and render such other assistance as may be required 

by the person performing duties under this Article for the due 

discharge of his functions under this Order; and if any of the 

aforesaid persons fails, refuses, or neglects to comply, without any 

reasonable cause, he may be deemed to be guilty of inefficiency or 

misconduct. 

(3) The Returning Officer and the Assistant Returning Officer shall 

provide all necessary assistance as may be required by the person 

performing duties under this Article for the due discharge of his 

functions under this Order.”। 

d। P.O. No. 155 of 1972 C� Article 91A C� ��
��E�।@_ Order C� Article 

91A C� clause (1) @�A�"� “Electoral Enquiry” �.e��� <� “and Adjudication” 

�.e�� ��f

��� *�

।  

8। P.O. No. 155 of 1972 C `�� Article 91AA C� ��
I���।@_ Order C� 

Article 91AC� <� ��?]< `�� Article 91AA ��
I���� *�

, IF�: 
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“91AA. (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in Article 91A or in any 

other law for the time being in force, the Electoral Enquiry and 

Adjudication Committee shall have the jurisdiction to try 

summarily the offences under Articles 73, 75, 77 and clause (3) 

of Article 91B of this Order, and shall have the powers of a 

Magistrate of the first class to try such offences summarily in 

accordance with the provisions of the Code of Criminal 

Procedure, 1898 (Act No. V of 1898). 

 (2)  Subject to the provisions of Article 89, the Electoral Enquiry and 

Adjudication Committee shall also have power to take cognizance 

of other offences under this Order, not being offences mentioned in 

Article 89A; and, upon taking cognizance, shall forward the case to 

the competent Court having jurisdiction for trial in accordance with 

law. 

 (3)  District Superintendent of Police, Police Commissioner, Inspector 

of Police or any police officer in charge of a station and the 

commander or any officer in-charge of any force engaged in 

election duty, shall provide striking force and render such other 

assistance as may be required by the Committee for the due 

discharge of its functions under this Order; and if any of the 

aforesaid persons fails, refuses, or neglects to comply, without any 

reasonable cause, he may be deemed to be guilty of inefficiency or 

misconduct. 

 (4)  The Returning Officer and the Assistant Returning Officer shall 

provide all necessary assistance as may be required by the 

Committee for the due discharge of its functions under this Order.”। 
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